<INSERT DATE>

<INSERT YOUR LOCAL MP'S NAME>

<INSERT ADDRESS >

<INSERT SUBURB>

DEAR MR/MS <INSERT MP'S SURNAME>,

RE: LABELLING LAWS

I am writing to you because I am concerned about Australia's labelling laws and that the current regulations don't require manufacturers to be accurate in the labelling of their products.
For example, I understand that products which are made in Australia from imported ingredients can still be labelled "Made in Australia", as long as 50 percent of the cost has been spent here. 

But this can include the packaging around the product or the process of making the product – it may not have anything to do with the ingredients at all.

I buy particular products because I know what's in them and where those ingredients have come from. 

Labels help me as a consumer make my purchasing decisions and the labels have to be accurate. 

It is misleading to say or imply something is 'Australian' because many consumers base their purchasing decisions on this, whether it's for health or environmental reasons.

The labelling of 'Palm Oil' as 'Vegetable Oil' is also misleading. 

Manufacturers know that many consumers do not want to support the production of Palm Oil which leads to extensive deforestation and the loss of Orang-utan habitat.

So, our regulators need to require manufacturers to tell the truth when they use this ingredient in their products, not hide it from consumers by calling it something else.

I think it's also very important that 'what we see is what we get'. If a product label says 'fresh', then the product should be 'fresh'. It's as simple as that.

It was recently brought to my attention in the media that orange juice being sold as 'fresh' may in fact be made from aseptic juice, which is as many as two year old juice that has been boiled and cold stored.

Again, I believe this is misleading and should not be allowed to happen.
Food Standards Australia New Zealand needs to improve food regulations – consumers need and deserve truth in labelling.

Yours Sincerley,
<SIGN>

<INSERT NAME>

<INSERT ADDRESS>
